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Our Value for this month is: Freedom!

How has Covid changed
things?
From a parent – Sarah Igoe
“How hard can it be to home-school 2 of my own children
when I am used to teaching 30 of the little rascals?”
Well…after many, many, many (feels like an actual
eternity) weeks of trying to juggle home-schooling,
working, and life, it has been an ‘experience’. Often
disastrous- relying on too much coffee and chocolate to
get me through the day and looking forward to a Mummy
‘Ribena’ in the evening, but in other ways it has been a
special time and I feel like all of us are coming out
changed (not just the extra grey hairs and terrible roots).
I’ll start with the positives of home-schooling- The
opportunity to slow down has taught me so much. Getting
the chance to spend time teaching my own children has
really surprised me. I never realised how much my own
children could do! I am normally so busy rushing about
that I hadn’t fully realised how much these special little
creatures of mine had grown up! What? They can write
an actual sentence and can do number bonds and write
actual stories that I can understand?! How did even that
happen?! They have learnt so much in just a couple of
years of being at school and it’s only now that I’ve been
forced to stop that I’ve had time to appreciate it.
Motivating both children has sometimes been tough. We
have settled on a list of activities they need to get done
for the day and they choose the order and when to do
them mixed in with about a million breaks and a million
snacks! Sometimes we get lots done and sometimes only
a little bit. At first I found it hard to accept the days of little
amounts of work because the teacher in me wanted to
tick off all the ‘to dos,’ but as time has gone on I have
learnt to relax my expectations a bit and just go with the
day’s mood more.
We have loved seeing the videos of Miss Mills and this
has helped to encourage the children with their learning:
“What would Miss Mills say if you did/said that…!” has
featured in our conversations frequently! We have also
enjoyed the phone calls from Mrs Bircumshaw and it has
helped us to feel connected with the school community.
I’m not sure I will ever be keen to homeschool again for a
long period of time (I definitely find 30 of other people’s
children easier than 2 of my own still!) but I am grateful
for what it has taught me and for the way I have been
able to spend time understanding and getting to know my
own children deeper and the strange but special
memories we have made.
Thankyou Gothic Mede for what you have done to
support us and we can’t wait to get back to proper school
again!

From a pupil – Olivia Cross
It’s been 14 weeks of lockdown since my last day at school
and I have been keeping safe with my family. It has been really
nice being at home with my family we have been taking lots of
nice walks and bike rides. I love where we live because we
have been able to see the horses near the river, they are really
friendly and let you stroke them. I have also been able to
attend pop up GDA dance classes at the park recently which I
have really enjoyed.
I celebrated my 9th birthday last week in lockdown, it wasn’t the
same as normal as I wasn’t at school spending it with my
friends. But I did get to see some of my friends who dropped
presents round which was really nice.
Home schooling is strange, I miss seeing my teachers and
friends and learning with them. But I am really looking forward
to seeing them all soon for our leavers picnic. It’s really sad
that some of us will never go back to Gothic Mede Academy.
Google Classroom isn’t the same as I can’t just put my hand
up and ask Mr Warlow or Mr Vince to help me when I need it.
My little brother George and I have been good by completing
all our work set by our teachers. We made an erupting volcano
with our dad that was really fun! I was also able to watch a
video from Cambridge University to learn about sound and
how it travels, which was really good. Some of George’s work
has been fun too, we have worked together and been on mini
beast hunts and we even found a bright green spider.
Stay safe, keep well and I can’t wait to see all of Year 4 in a
couple of weeks.

From a staff member - Mrs Glindon
Well what a strange and unpredictable time the last three
months have been. One of the positives for me has been
getting to spend more time with my two children. Another
positive is that throughout lockdown the pace of life has
slowed down a little and I have been able to appreciate the
little things in life like hearing the birds singing in the mornings,
having less traffic on the roads and having the time to catch up
with people via video calls. On the other hand, home schooling
my two children while working full time from my new office (my
living room!) was sometimes challenging and I found it hard to
fit everything in.
As a member of staff I feel blessed to work with an incredible
team with fantastic leadership. Quick changes and new ways
of working proved to be a task, but it was done and will
continue to be done with wonderful teamwork and enthusiasm.
I have been proud to be part of GMA and the Arlesey
community during this time.
Lockdown has taught me that my family, friends and
colleagues are all such an important part of my life and the
normality of being able to spend time with them is one to be
valued.

Teacher Gifts
Each year, teachers and staff have been really lucky to
receive gifts from parents showing gratitude for the
work that they have done during the year. We are so
grateful for these thank you. We never expect them
though and, often, the messages that we receive from
parents in cards and letters are the things that we value
the most. This year, there are safety concerns related
to the COVID-19 outbreak around receiving gifts in
school so, as we have been asked for clarity, I would
like to request that parents do not send in gifts for staff
this year. If you would like to convey your thanks to
your child’s class teacher this year, please send a
message to them through the school office – GMAOffice@bestacademies.org.uk
Many thanks, Mr Clarke

Art Attack!!
Mr Clarke has been really pleased to have had the
honour of judging the Art Attack competition from
the entries we have received. It was really difficult to
decide as they were all creative and a lot of effort
had been put in to them.

The value of Friendship
This week in KW2 Pod we have been focusing on our
school value of friendship. We have been very lucky to
welcome some new people to our pod and wanted to
think about how we could show friendship to each
other. We shared some ideas on what friendship is,
created posters and completed word searches.

Early Years – Clothes Face by Chloe Dimmock
I love the detail in this piece by Chloe. She must
have had fun choosing the different pieces of
clothing and what was around the house to make
the hair, the cheeks and the eyelashes.

KS1 – Kite by Niamh Collison
Niamh has thought outside of the box with this Art
Attack! Perhaps, like Niamh, you can think big!

KS2 – Stuart the Bird by Lucy Greaney
I absolutely love construction blocks and this is a
great example of how they can be used in a
different way. You can really see Stuart’s character
in this artwork!

Life Cycle of Plants

The Snake Rock

In year 3 we have been finding out about the
life cycle of plants. The children showed their
learning with some great life cycle diagrams
and also through using clay.

Children from many of our pods have been
painting stones and rocks at school. They
have been then walking them up to the War
Memorial in Arlesey. We are so very proud
of our children for behaving beautifully on these
walks and following the social distancing rules
so well.

George in year 3 has wowed us this week with
his newfound confidence in his Maths. He showed
excellent concentration and applied his rolling
numbers to improve his Challenge Tuesday score
massively! Great work George!

SPAG Hunt!
The mixed key worker pod have been making the
most of the sunny periods to go on a SPAG hunt
outside.
The children hunted for questions spread around the field and
filed in their answer sheets before coming back to the class
room and checking their answers.

Ready, Steady and Design

A big well done to all our pupils who
are home learning.
Keep submitting your great work.
We miss you very much!
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